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Citizens of heaven 

 
Permanent Residency 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I had the pleasure of being introduced to Andre Jacobs, the honorary 
associate minister here. 
Andre told me of his migration to Australia, and his difficulties in obtaining permanent residency. 
 
And it made me stop, and reflect, on all the benefits of being an Australian Citizen. 
Not only do we have a stable government, and a peaceful society, unlike many areas of South 
Africa 
But we also have tremendous public services – from hospitals to schools to libraries to parks 
We also have the right to work in which ever field, whatever job, that we so choose. 
Being an Australia Citizen is a wonderful and joyous privilege. 
And I was reminded of that, because Andre has lived here for so many years on a work visa, 
 Andre couldn’t change jobs, he couldn’t change cities,  

he was restrained from the full freedoms of permanent residency. 
 
Why do I mention Andre’s path to permanent residency? I’ll get to it in just a moment. 
 
In the next four weeks, I’ll be preaching from the gospel reading.  
So my first sermon here, will be on Jesus’ first sermon in Matthew’s gospel.  
In Jesus’ majestic sermon, delivered on a mountain side,  

Jesus radically transformed the Jewish law  
Jesus redefined citizenship not the kingdom of Israel but heaven. 
Jesus reshaped a whole new ethical framework for citizens of heaven. 

 It is this kingdom, the kingdom of heaven that frames the sermon on the mount. 
 
So as we read through the sermon on the mount over the next four weeks, 
The question we should ask is – what does it mean to be a citizen in the kingdom of heaven? 
 And this question is especially important,  
 Because just as I take my citizenship of Australia for granted, 
 It is all too easy for me to take my citizenship in heaven for granted. 
 And on the flip, Just as Andre has a profound understanding of his permanent residency, 
 May we all too have an even more profound grasp of our permanent residency in heaven. 
 
So today, there are four words that encapsulate Matthew 5:13-20.  
 Salt, Light, Fulfil and accomplish 
 
Salt (v. 13) 
 
So first word. Salt. << v. 13 >> 
 
Now, salt was used for many, many different purposes, in biblical times 
Positively, and most commonly, salt was used as a preservative. 
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However, salt was also used in when making offerings in the temple (Lev 2:13, Ezekiel 
43:24) 

Salt was used to indicate the making of special covenants (Numbers 18:19, 2Chron 13:5) 
Negatively, salt was a metaphor for a land of death and decay (Psalm 107:34, Job 39:5) 

- Kind of like the great salt lakes of Australia – Lake Eyre, Lake Mungo 
Further, salt was used by Abimelech after the defeat the city of Shechem, 

Abimelech ‘sows the city with salt’ (Judges 9:45) – as an act of judgement. 
And against this rich backdrop of salt, Jesus re-purposes the metaphor. 
 Jesus specifically refers to that taste of salt, that is, the seasoning that salt gives. 
 More, Jesus uses salt as a metaphor – “You are the salt of the earth” 
 The metaphor describes the impact of the citizen of heaven in the world. 
 The citizen of heaven acts like salt when it is used to season. 
 
What does that mean? And how are we to be ‘seasoned’ with salt in our lives? 
 
Although this is a very important question to answer, it is not actually the point Jesus is making. 
The point that Jesus is making is a polarising distinction. 
Jesus draws a vivid, yet common sense differentiation. 
The difference? Just salt without saltiness is pointless,  

so too the citizen of heaven that does not act like a citizen of heaven is pointless. 
You can’t be a citizen of heaven and not be distinctly different from the world. 

 
<< Illus’n – the fish sticker on your car and then driving like a lunatic – the distinct difference >> 
 
How much more is the distinct difference of citizens belonging to the kingdom of heaven! 
  
Light (vv. 14-16) 
 
Second word – light. << vv. 14-16 >> 
 
Jesus again makes a common point – it is ridiculous for lights to be hidden. 
 The very purpose of a source of light is to give light. 
 If I went round church and blew out all the candles, you might think I was a bit strange. 
 But if I went round church and covered over every candle, and every light globe, 
  You would think that I am off my rocker. 
Jesus makes the point – the citizen of heaven lets their metaphorical light shine. 
v. 16 explains the metaphor– so that others may see your good works and give glory to your Father. 
 
And before we jump into our own understanding of the good works of a Christian, 
Take note of the good works  that Jesus defines in the rest of the sermon on the mount. 
 
<< Illus’n - the phrase – “You have heard it was said”, “But I tell you” … ppt? >> 
 
The citizen of the kingdom is totally transformed in the way that they act, think, live, 
 And therefore “letting your let shine” encompasses all of these radically transformed steps. 
 
<< Illus’n – Monopoly vs. Monopoly City >> 
 
So, these two words – “salt” and “light” provide a preface to the sermon on the mount. 
That is, the citizens of the kingdom of heaven, who live out the sermon on the mount, 
 Will by their very existence be both salt and light to the world. 
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Fulfil (v. 17) 
 
Third, fulfil – v. 17 << read vv. 17 >> 
 
Jesus is not antinomial. Jesus is not anti-law. 
The complete opposite – Jesus is pro-law, Jesus is for the prophets. 
But what marks Jesus out from any of the rabbis, teachers, scribes, Pharisees of his time, 
 Who all would’ve heartily beat their chest in agreement with Jesus, 
 What marks Jesus out is the word ‘fulfil’. 
Jesus came to transform the law so that it could be understood on its deepest level. 
Jesus came to show what the law pointed forward to, in man relating to God. 
 
Jesus transforms the law 
 
<< Illus’n – My Dad working in his accounting firm and his Jewish partner >> 
 
Jesus came to show the depth and riches and majesty of being a citizen in the kingdom,  
 That the law could only point forwards toward. 
 Jesus will demonstrate the fulfilment of the law in the very sermon on the mount 
 
Accomplished (vv. 18-20) 
 
So fourthly, and the final word – accomplish. << v. 18 >> 
 
Accomplish means the steps that needed to be taken. 
Jesus means the steps that the law states as needed to be taken. 
In fact, all the steps, even those specified by the smallest letter or smallest ‘jot’ or ‘tittle’. 
Even the smallest part of the law needs to be accomplished. 
 
And so, Jesus looks forward to his own personal accomplishment of the law, 
 When he will pay the penalty the law requires for our rebellion against God, in his death. 
 
Jesus will accomplish the law, in order to establish the kingdom of heaven. 
 
<< Illus’n – My ordination – accomplished certain requirements and so now I can … >> 
 
Jesus clearly states that the law must be accomplished, 

And then Jesus will go on to accomplish all the law requires. 
 
Citizens of heaven 
 
So how should we respond to Jesus’ teaching? 
How do we put into practice what Jesus’ says? 
 
First, on the positive side – we need to remember – because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
 We have the privileged position of being citizens in heaven. 
 We have the profound privilege of permanent residency in heaven. 
 
Second, because we have this privileged position, 
 Therefore we should be inspired to live it out in our lives. 
 We need to live up to who were are – God’s very own people. 
 
And what does it look like to live as citizens of heaven? 
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 Well, Jesus answers this question in the next section of the sermon on the mount. 
 But two quick examples to finish: 

i) We are relationship builders, not relationship destroyers.  
When we’re angry – we seek to reconcile, not fester on our anger. 
Jesus says to leave your business with God to reconcile with  

ii)  Law - You are not to swear falsely. Jesus – let you yes be yes, and your no, no. 
 
These are only two examples of the many that Jesus give, 
 But the point is this. 
 Because we are citizens of heaven,  

because we have been brought into God’s kingdom through Jesus death and resurrection, 
 
We can now live as the salt of the earth, we can now be the light of the world. 
 
So please join with me as I pray – that indeed God’s Spirit would enable us to be salt and light. 

_________________________ 


